LETTERS OF GEN. BENJAMIN P. BUTLER    3
ing myself it was perfectly feasible. The Admiral, however, thought differently, giving as a reason for his views that both channels were commanded by the enemy's guns. All the torpedoes we would plant during the night the enemy would take up during the day.
I certainly, however, would like the experiment tried, and if you will arrange with Adm'l Lee for his co-operation, what you may do will have my approval. I am, Gen., Very respect-
y                           Your obt. serv't., U. S. GRANT, Lt. Gen.
From General Grant to General Butler
CITY POINT, 12 M., Aug. 4, 1864
I FIND it necessary for me to go to Washington for a day or two to give directions to affairs there. In my absence remain on the defensive, notifying Maj. Genl. Meade that if attacked he is authorized to call on such of your troops as are south of the Appomattox. Only expecting to be absent three (3) days,
I will not relinquish command.         TT  0   ^          T. ^   ,
H                              U. S. GRANT, Lt. Genl.
From General Grant to General Butler
Cmr POINT, 12.30 P.M. Aug. bth, 1864
I AM compelled to send a second division of cavy. to Washn. This will leave the cavalry force too weak to protect the flank of the enemy without the assistance of Kautz. Please order Kautz to report accordingly. Only intending to be absent for a few days, I leave my Adjt. Genl. at post of Hd. Qrs., but being senior, you necessarily would command in any emergency. Please communicate with me by telegraph if anything occurs when you wish my orders.               ^ g GRAOTj
From, General Butler
August 4dh, 1864
BRIG. GEN. KATJTZ will remain, reporting to Gen. Meade with his mounted command until further orders.
BENJ. F. BUTIJBR, Maj. Genl.
From General Grant to General Butler
TELEGRAM.   CITY Porar, Aug. 4, 1864
I THINK it will be advisable to have all the surplus pontoon material in the hands of Gen. Benham.   "When any lodging is